Appendix I
Concerning the Nature, Origin, and Organization of The Urantia Book

THE FOLLOWING CITATIONS IN THE URANTIA BOOK WERE SELECTED at the time the book was
published in 1955. The subject and page numbers were listed on a small reference card and given
to purchasers. The list was later printed on the back of the book jacket. “Those who are
concerned with the origin of the book—the contact commissioners—will cause to be prepared a
simple citation of those passages in the book itself which comment on origin.”

—Memorandum by William S. Sadler, Jr., April 4, 1955.

1. The language handicap of revelation: Page 1, par.2

0.0.2 It is exceedingly difficult to present enlarged concepts and advanced truth, in our endeavor
to expand cosmic consciousness and enhance spiritual perception, when we are restricted to the
use of a circumscribed language of the realm. But our mandate admonishes us to make every
effort to convey our meanings by using the word symbols of the English tongue. We have been
instructed to introduce new terms only when the concept to be portrayed finds no terminology in
English which can be employed to convey such a new concept partially or even with more or less
distortion of meaning.

2. The Foreword by an Orvonton Commission: Page 1, par. 4

0.0.4 But in order to formulate this Foreword of definitions and limitations of terminology, it is
necessary to anticipate the usage of these terms in the subsequent presentations. This Foreword is
not, therefore, a finished statement within itself; it is only a definitive guide designed to assist
those who shall read the accompanying papers dealing with Deity and the universe of universes
which have been formulated by an Orvonton commission sent to Urantia for this purpose.

3. Supplementation of planetary knowledge: Page 17, par. 1

0.12.11 Successive planetary revelations of divine truth invariably embrace the highest existing
concepts of spiritual values as a part of the new and enhanced co-ordination of planetary
knowledge. Accordingly, in making these presentations about God and his universe associates,
we have selected as the basis of these papers more than one thousand human concepts
representing the highest and most advanced planetary knowledge of spiritual values and universe
meanings. Wherein these human concepts, assembled from the God-knowing mortals of the past
and the present, are inadequate to portray the truth as we are directed to reveal it, we will
unhesitatingly supplement them, for this purpose drawing upon our own superior knowledge of
the reality and divinity of the Paradise Deities and their transcendent residential universe.

4. Priority given to existing human concepts: Page 16, par. 8

0.12.10 In formulating the succeeding presentations having to do with the portrayal of the
character of the Universal Father and the nature of his Paradise associates, together with an
attempted description of the perfect central universe and the encircling seven superuniverses, we
are to be guided by the mandate of the superuniverse rulers which directs that we shall, in all our
efforts to reveal truth and co-ordinate essential knowledge, give preference to the highest existing
human concepts pertaining to the subjects to be presented. We may resort to pure revelation only
when the concept of presentation has had no adequate previous expression by the human mind.

121.8.12 [Acknowledgment: In carrying out my commission to restate the teachings and retell the
doings of Jesus of Nazareth, I have drawn freely upon all sources of record and planetary
information. My ruling motive has been to prepare a record which will not only be enlightening
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to the generation of men now living, but which may also be helpful to all future generations.
From the vast store of information made available to me, I have chosen that which is best suited
to the accomplishment of this purpose. As far as possible I have derived my information from
purely human sources. Only when such sources failed, have I resorted to those records which are
superhuman. When ideas and concepts of Jesus’ life and teachings have been acceptably
expressed by a human mind, I invariably gave preference to such apparently human thought
patterns. Although I have sought to adjust the verbal expression the better to conform to our
concept of the real meaning and the true import of the Master’s life and teachings, as far as
possible, I have adhered to the actual human concept and thought pattern in all my narratives. I
well know that those concepts which have had origin in the human mind will prove more
acceptable and helpful to all other human minds. When unable to find the necessary concepts in
the human records or in human expressions, I have next resorted to the memory resources of my
own order of earth creatures, the midwayers. And when that secondary source of information
proved inadequate, I have unhesitatingly resorted to the super-planetary sources of information.
(P. 1343)

5. Restrictions placed upon revelation of truth: Page 1109, par. 4

101.4.2 Mankind should understand that we who participate in the revelation of truth are very
rigorously limited by the instructions of our superiors. We are not at liberty to anticipate the
scientific discoveries of a thousand years. Revelators must act in accordance with the instructions
which form a part of the revelation mandate. We see no way of overcoming this difficulty, either
now or at any future time. We full well know that, while the historic facts and religious truths of
this series of revelatory presentations will stand on the records of the ages to come, within a few
short years many of our statements regarding the physical sciences will stand in need of revision
in consequence of additional scientific developments and new discoveries. These new
developments we even now foresee, but we are forbidden to include such humanly undiscovered
facts in the revelatory records. Let it be made clear that revelations are not necessarily inspired.
The cosmology of these revelations is not inspired. It is limited by our permission for the co-
ordination and sorting of present-day knowledge. While divine or spiritual insight is a gift,
human wisdom must evolve.

6. Spiritual wisdom versus genetic knowledge: Page 215, par. 2-9

19.1.5 For example: The human mind would ordinarily crave to approach the cosmic philosophy
portrayed in these revelations by proceeding from the simple and the finite to the complex and
the infinite, from human origins to divine destinies. But that path does not lead to spiritual
wisdom. Such a procedure is the easiest path to a certain form of genetic knowledge, but at best it
can only reveal man’s origin; it reveals little or nothing about his divine destiny.

19.1.6 Even in the study of man’s biologic evolution on Urantia, there are grave objections to the
exclusive historic approach to his present-day status and his current problems. The true
perspective of any reality problem — human or divine, terrestrial or cosmic — can be had only
by the full and unprejudiced study and correlation of three phases of universe reality: origin,
history, and destiny. The proper understanding of these three experiential realities affords the
basis for a wise estimate of the current status.

19.1.7 When the human mind undertakes to follow the philosophic technique of starting from the
lower to approach the higher, whether in biology or theology, it is always in danger of
committing four errors of reasoning:
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1. It may utterly fail to perceive the final and completed evolutionary goal of either
personal attainment or cosmic destiny.

2. It may commit the supreme philosophical blunder by oversimplifying cosmic
evolutionary (experiential) reality, thus leading to the distortion of facts, to the perversion
of truth, and to the misconception of destinies.

3. The study of causation is the perusal of history. But the knowledge of how a being
becomes does not necessarily provide an intelligent understanding of the present
status and true character of such a being.

4. History alone fails adequately to reveal future development—destiny. Finite origins
are helpful, but only divine causes reveal final effects. Eternal ends are not shown in
time beginnings. The present can be truly interpreted only in the light of the
correlated past and future.

Therefore, because of these and for still other reasons, do we employ the technique of
approaching man and his planetary problems by embarkation on the time-space journey from the
infinite, eternal, and divine Paradise Source and Center of all personality reality and all cosmic
existence.

7. Midwayers’ connection with the Urantia Papers: Page 865, par. 6, 7

77:8.12 Many of the more literal phenomena ascribed to angels have been performed by the
secondary midway creatures. When the early teachers of the gospel of Jesus were thrown into
prison by the ignorant religious leaders of that day, an actual "angel of the Lord" "by night
opened the prison doors and brought them forth." But in the case of Peter's deliverance after the
killing of James by Herod's order, it was a secondary midwayer who performed the work
ascribed to an angel.

77:8.13 Their chief work today is that of unperceived personal-liaison associates of those men
and women who constitute the planetary reserve corps of destiny. It was the work of this
secondary group, ably seconded by certain of the primary corps, that brought about the co-
ordination of personalities and circumstances on Urantia which finally induced the planetary
celestial supervisors to initiate those petitions that resulted in the granting of the mandates
making possible the series of revelations of which this presentation is a part. But it should be
made clear that the midway creatures are not involved in the sordid performances taking place
under the general designation of "spiritualism.” The midwayers at present on Urantia, all of
whom are of honorable standing, are not connected with the phenomena of so-called
“mediumship"; and they do not, ordinarily, permit humans to witness their sometimes necessary
physical activities or other contacts with the material world, as they are perceived by human
senses.

8. The human subject transmitting the Urantia Papers: (P. 865, par. 2;)

77.8.8 3. Contact personalities. In the contacts made with the mortal beings of the material
worlds, such as with the subject through whom these communications were transmitted, the
midway creatures are always employed. They are an essential factor in such liaisons of the
spiritual and the material levels.

110.5.7 The Adjuster of the human being through whom this communication is being made
enjoys such a wide scope of activity chiefly because of this human’s almost complete
indifference to any outward manifestations of the Adjuster’s inner presence; it is indeed fortunate
that he remains consciously quite unconcerned about the entire procedure. He holds one of the
highly experienced Adjusters of his day and generation, and yet his passive reaction to, and
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inactive concern toward, the phenomena associated with the presence in his mind of this versatile
Adjuster is pronounced by the guardian of destiny to be a rare and fortuitous reaction. And all
this constitutes a favorable co-ordination of influences, favorable both to the Adjuster in the
higher sphere of action and to the human partner from the standpoints of health, efficiency, and
tranquility. (P. 1208-9)

9. How the Urantia Papers were put into English: Page 1258. Par. 1

114.7.6 On many worlds the better adapted secondary midway creatures are able to attain
varying degrees of contact with the Thought Adjusters of certain favorably constituted mortals
through the skillful penetration of the minds of the latters’ indwelling. (And it was by just such a
fortuitous combination of cosmic adjustments that these revelations were materialized in the
English language on Urantia.) Such potential contact mortals of the evolutionary worlds are
mobilized in the numerous reserve corps, and it is, to a certain extent, through these small groups
of forward-looking personalities that spiritual civilization is advanced and the Most Highs are
able to rule in the kingdoms of men. The men and women of these reserve corps of destiny thus
have various degrees of contact with their Adjusters through the intervening ministry of the
midway creatures; but these same mortals are little known to their fellows except in those rare
social emergencies and spiritual exigencies wherein these reserve personalities function for the
prevention of the breakdown of evolutionary culture or the extinction of the light of living truth.
On Urantia these reservists of destiny have seldom been emblazoned on the pages of human
history.

10. Concerning the inspiration of revelations: Page 1008, Par. 3

92.4.9 5. The Urantia Papers. The papers, of which this is one, constitute the most recent
presentation of truth to the mortals of Urantia. These papers differ from all previous revelations,
for they are not the work of a single universe personality but a composite presentation by many
beings. But no revelation short of the attainment of the Universal Father can ever be complete.
All other celestial ministrations are no more than partial, transient, and practically adapted to
local conditions in time and space. While such admissions as this may possibly detract from the
immediate force and authority of all revelations, the time has arrived on Urantia when it is
advisable to make such frank statements, even at the risk of weakening the future influence and
authority of this, the most recent of the revelations of truth to the mortal races of Urantia.

11. The Divine Counselor knows whereof he speaks: Page 32, par. 2

1:7.9 [Presented by a Divine Counselor, a member of a group of celestial personalities assigned
by the Ancients of Days on Uversa, the headquarters of the seventh superuniverse, to supervise
those portions of this forthcoming revelation which have to do with affairs beyond the borders of
the local universe of Nebadon. I am commissioned to sponsor those papers portraying the nature
and attributes of God because I represent the highest source of information available for such a
purpose on any inhabited world. I have served as a Divine Counselor in all seven of the
superuniverses and have long resided at the Paradise center of all things. Many times have I
enjoyed the supreme pleasure of a sojourn in the immediate personal presence of the Universal
Father. I portray the reality and truth of the Father's nature and attributes with unchallengeable
authority; I know whereof I speak.]

12. Comprehension depends on the Divine Presence: Page 17, par. 2
0:12.12 We are fully cognizant of the difficulties of our assignment; we recognize the
impossibility of fully translating the language of the concepts of divinity and eternity into the
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symbols of the language of the finite concepts of the mortal mind. But we know that there dwells
within the human mind a fragment of God, and that there sojourns with the human soul the Spirit
of Truth; and we further know that these spirit forces conspire to enable material man to grasp the
reality of spiritual values and to comprehend the philosophy of universe meanings. But even
more certainly we know that these spirits of the Divine Presence are able to assist man in the
spiritual appropriation of all truth contributory to the enhancement of the ever-progressing reality
of personal religious experience—God-consciousness.

13. Revelatory religion keeps in contact with evolutionary religion: Page 1007, par. 1
92:4.1 Revelation is evolutionary but always progressive. Down through the ages of a world's
history, the revelations of religion are ever-expanding and successively more enlightening. It is
the mission of revelation to sort and censor the successive religions of evolution. But if
revelation is to exalt and upstep the religions of evolution, then must such divine visitations
portray teachings which are not too far removed from the thought and reactions of the age in
which they are presented. Thus must and does revelation always keep in touch with evolution.
Always must the religion of revelation be limited by man's capacity of receptivity.
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